
THE U R BAN E N V I RON M E N T 

There are innumerable f ac t o r s which affec t the image of a 

community a s an urb a n livin g envir onment . The natural character-

is tics such a s climate, water an d s oil have si g nifi can t influence 

in terms of the cap a bility o f the l a nd t o be used for development. 

(The intensity of the land uses and activities is basically 

pr o p o rtionate to the popul a tion incre ase an d economic develop-

ment of the urban area.) There a re a ls o ma ny other int a n g ible 

factors in the urb a n environment which create a personal quality 

or lack of it to every s e ttlement of human life. The t ow ns cape 

has many physic a l features which contribute o r detract from the 

general character and quality of the urban en vironmen t. 

The Southern Pines Plannin g Area physic al image has not 

just happened by mere chance. It is the pr oduc t of much vis i o~ 

and effort o n the part o f many. Indeed, 

with a p o rtfoli o of natural resources. 
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impro v e livin g conditions an d pr ovide an o rderl y arrangemen t of 

the urban and rur al aspects o f the community an d region. 

LANDSCAPE 

Th e most apparent impression made by Southern Pines o n 

newcomers or visitors is the natural and pl a nted l an dsc a pe 

materials n a tive to the region. The lon g leaf pine tre es con-

tinue t o d omi nate the contemporary ecolo gical p atte rn. However, 

the thick and green oak s fill in the undergr ow th covered by t h 

stately pin es above. There are few hardwoods of any stature, 

a nd the usu a l grou nd cover in inherentl y t he fallen brown pine 

needle. 
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